Kirstin Eriksson has transformed her Cotswold property by taking it from a
neglected cottage to-aperfect family home.packed full of clever design ideas
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TIMELINIE

Plot Planning Foundations Final
purchased permission approved completed decoration
SEPT 2014 JULY 2015 WINTER 2015 APR|L|20'| 6
First planning Start First Date
application submitted on site ix occupied
WINTER 2014 AUGUST 2015 WINTER 2015 MAY 2016
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HOMEOWNER Kirstin Eriksson
LOCATION Gloucestershire

SIZE 140m?

BUILD TIME Eight months
CONSTRUCTION Cotswold stone
HOUSE COST £410,000 (in 2014)
BUILD COST £200,000

VALUE £850,000+

WORDS Natasha Brinsmead
PHOTOGRAPHY Oliver Graham
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ocated in an incredibly pretty Cotswolds village,

alate-Victorian stone cottage attracted Kirstin Eriksson from
the moment she saw it. “There was rising damp and nothing
was in working order,” recalls Kirstin, who was keen from the
very start that none of the charm and character of the property
should be lost in the process of making it suitable for family life
with her nine-year-old twins.

While it was clear that the cottage, as it stood, would not be
ideal for a family, Kirstin had plenty of ideas for sensitively
adapting and extending the space. Despite working full time,
she still managed to get involved in the design process.

“At the time, I was working in the city and didn’t have time
to design the layout, even though I love architecture and
interiors,” explains Kirstin, who has since set up InsideOut
Interior Design. However, finding an architectural firm that
understood her vision for the property wasn’t easy.

“What is quite funny is that some of the proposals from
architects were very nice but just didn’t take into consideration
the original cottage — how we would use the space and that it
needed to be suitable for family life.”

CREATING A FAMILY HOME
When Kirstinbought the house, the ground floor was made up of
atinykitchenandaneven tinier ground-floorbathroom, along
withalivingroom and smalldining area. A separate utilityroom
was accessed through an external courtyard. On the first floor
were threebedroomsand amasterwith ensuite.

“The entire ground floor had to be reconfigured to improve

“We worked hard to maximise the space where we
could — including building a mezzanine level”
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the space and flow and adapt the house to modern family life,”

explains Kirstin. It was decided that the old courtyard and
separate utility room would become part of the footprint of
the new layout, while an extension to one side would provide
aflexible extra bedroom/living room and downstairs shower
room. Upstairs, one of the bedrooms would be sacrificed to
make way for a family bathroom, while the old en suite for the
master bedroom would become a dressing room, with a fourth
bedroom and en suite built into the attic space.

LONG-DISTANCE SUPERVISION

Luckily, Kirstinsoon found alocal architects firm who knew
theareawelland worked closely with them to find her perfect
configuration. While doingall the interior design she tooka
hands-offapproach tothe practical work as she was toobusy with
her full-timejob. “Iwould come up every Friday and supervise
thebuildingwork — the last push was very painful,” she says of
theeight-monthproject.

The damp and lack of insulation meant the whole of the
kitchen floor needed to be dug out extensively and the staircase
needed replacing, as did some of the walls due to the damp
issues. The entire house also needed rewiring and although
there was some heating, the house now enjoys underfloor
heating while column radiators have been used elsewhere.

CREATING A GOOD MATCH
Kirstinspentalotoftime matching materials to make sure the
extension fitted in with the original cottage. She sourcedlocal
stone from anearby quarry and carefully selected acolourand
shape tomatch the existingwalls. Many of the windows, which
wereinaterrible state, have beenreplaced with double-glazed
timber framesthatreplicate the original design.

Despite Kirstin’s attention to detail when it came to ensuring
the extension would tie in perfectly with the existing house,
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The living room remains in its original
position at the front of the house and b
features a cosy woodburning stove.
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FLEXIBLE SPACES
Within the new
ground floor
extension is a
flexible space
that can be used
as either another
bedroom or
aliving area.
The useful
mezzanine level
also provides
another extra
sleeping spot.
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obtaining planning permission still proved to be something of
aheadache as even though the house is not listed, it does lie
within a conservation area.

“Because we are deemed to be ‘the first house in the village
as you enter, the restrictions were unreal,” says Kirstin. “They
didn’t mind the roof lantern or us going up into the attic, but
the new roof of the extension was the issue — the pitch, angle
and materials. I told them I really wanted it to be in keeping
and would be using the same stone, reclaimed materials,
conservation rooflights and so on. In the end I rang the
conservation officer and he finally agreed.”

MAXIMISING SPACE

Itwasimportant to Kirstin thatno space should be wasted

and thishouseissomething ofamasterclasswhenitcomesto
ingenious ways of making the mostofeveryinch withoutthe
house seemingin anyway crowded. The spaceshave alsobeen
designed toadaptwith the familyastheirneeds change. “We
worked hard to maximise the space where we could — including
buildingamezzaninelevel into the double-height ground-floor
bedroom,” says Kirstin. “The houseisnowveryversatile and
flexibleinitsuse and space.”

Other clever uses of space on the ground floor include the
compact home office that has been located within the old
utility room and is now accessed through a pocket door from
the dining area. Additionally, there is also a new pantry and
utility, which now occupies the old ground-floor bathroom and
features a beautiful stable door. The loft conversion is another
absolute triumph, providing a wonderfully cosy space that can
be enjoyed by all ages.

BRINGING IN NATURAL LIGHT

Asidefrom transformingthe house into avery family-friendly
space, Kirstinwas also keen tobring naturallight in without
altering the prettyoriginal cottage windows. She says natural
lightisveryimportanttoherand she nowlovesthe waythe sun
moves around the house.

Inthediningareathatnowoccupies the space where the old
courtyard used tolie, the beautifullarge rooflantern allowslight
topourthroughintothe centre ofthe house. Meanwhile, losing
thewallbetween the originallivingroom and open-plankitchen
dinerhasmeantall therooms canbenefitfrom the newlylitareas.
“Importantly, all the patio doors openinto the garden —bringing
theoutsideinisabigthingwith us,” says Kirstin.
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l L
Above: The loft space has been converted into an extra Below: In the downstairs shower room, the original stone
bedroom. Folding shutter doors lead to an en suite that wall of the house has been left exposed. The shower
has been fitted with a small, deep Japanese-style tub. serves the new downstairs master bedroom.
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THE PLANS

SUPPLIERS
i ARCHITECT Apex Architecture:
BEDROOM  § BEDROOM ]/ www.apexarchitectureltd.com

KITCHEN Howdens: www.howdens.com
WOODEN FLOOR AH Peck Flooring

Contractors: www.ahpeck.co.uk

CARPETS Cotswold Carpets:
www.cotswoldcarpets.co.uk

PAINTS Farrow & Ball:
www. farrow-ball.com

IRONMONGERY Suffolk Latch:

www.suffolklatchcompany.com

LANDSCAPE GARDENING
Cotswold Garden Landscapes:
www.cotswoldgardenlandscapes.co.uk
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